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member William A. Gum have a good word for him 
as a neighbor, friend, and substantial, prosperous citi¬ 
zen. The way he came to have a middle name is a 
little out of the usual order. When Dunkum & Co. 
had a store at Dunmore, William Gum was a liberal 
dealer. There was another William Gum from the 
vicinity of Green bank, and the merchant to note the 
difference and not get their accounts mixed, called the 
one from Back Mountain “William Alleghany” on his 
books. In settling he had Mr Gum to sign his name 
William A. Gum. From that circumstance he always 
thus signed his name in business affairs and in corres¬ 
pondence, and so got his middle name Alleghany long 
after he became a grown person. In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find tjiat a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live. 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent an 
hour or two at his newly made home in the woods, and 
ever since there has been a beautiful picture in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home and sur¬ 
roundings, endowed with the power of making himself 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 


JACOB GUM 

The second group of the Gum relationship are the 
descendants of Jacob Gum, who came from what is 
now Crabbottom, in Highland County, soon after the 
war of 1812. Upon his marriage with Martha Houchin 
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be settled near Greenbank, on land now owned by C. 
A. Lightner. A part of his wife’s patrimony were two 
colored girls, Delph and Daphne, and in their time 
colored people were curiosities in this region. Upon 
moving he settled on the place now held by Joseph 
Beard. 

Mr and Mrs Gum were the parents of seven sons 
and four daughters. The girls were Mary, Margaret, 
Nancy, and Nellie. 

Mary married Randolph Powhatan Bouldin, a jour¬ 
neyman. shoemaker. 

Nancy married William Sutton, and lived on prop¬ 
erty lately occupied by Craig Ashford. Her children 
were Robert, George, Sherman, Eldridge, Anna, now 
Mrs Craig Ashford; Magnolia, and Mary. 

Margaret Gum married Charles Mace and went to 
Missouri. 

Nellie was a lifelong invalid. 

William M. Gum married Sallie Tall man, and lived 
on Deer Creek. His children were George, Franklin, 
Samuel, Milton, Lee, Martha Jane, now Mrs W. J. 
Wooddell, of Addison; Caroline, who became Mrs La¬ 
fayette Burner; Ella, now Mrs Brown Trainer; Rebec¬ 
ca, now Mrs Lee Burner; Marietta, now Mrs Enos 
Tallman; and Nancy, who died at the age of four years. 

McBride Jackson Gum married Eliza Thomas, of 
Harrisonburg, Va., and spent much of his married 
life on Clover Creek. His family consisted of four 
sous and two daughters: Brown, William, Filmore, 
Woods, Agnes, and Caroline. McBride J. Gum was 
a gallant Confederate soldier, and served most of his 
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time in Captain J. W. Marshall's company. 

Jacob Gum, Junior, married Virginia Burke, and 
migrated to Ohio. 

Charles Gum married Jane Hartman and migrated 
to Ohio. He was a blacksmith by occupation. 

Gatewood Gum went to Ohio when a young single 
man and settled there. 

Robert N. Gum married Anna Riley and resides on 
the old Cooper farm, tw r o miles east of Greenbank. 
His sons are William, John, and Joseph. The daugh¬ 
ters are Elizabeth, who became Mrs Harry Burner and 
went to Wyoming; Mrs Anna Cooper, and Blanche. 

Robert N. Gum was a brave Confederate soldier in 
the 31st Virginia Infantry. On account of his cool¬ 
ness and self possession under fire he was frequently 
selected for ambulance service on the field in caring 
for the wounded. To be efficient for such a service 
requires more than ordinary nerve, and he was found 
to be well qualified for it. In times of peace he has 
become well known as a miller, and is now managing 
tbe Hevener Mill, on the North Branch of Deer Creek. 

John E. Gum married Harriet Hudson, and lives on 
a section of the Bible place, two miles from Green- 
bank. He was a Confederate soldier in the 18th Vir¬ 
ginia Cavalry, under Colonel W. L. Jackson, and act¬ 
ed well his part amid the sufferings and privations that 
soldiers had to endure on the outposts during the war. 

From J. E. Gum the writer derived valuable aid for 
this sketch, as we sat on our horses one warm July 
morning, after a casual meeting in the public road. 

The Pocahontas groups of the Gum relationship 
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trace their ancestrv to the Highland families of that 
name. These Highland families have for their pro¬ 
genitors pioneers who are believed to be from western 
Maryland, and among the earlier settlers of Pendleton, 
possibly antedating the Revolution. 


HENRY HARPER. 

Among the persons whose industry, economical hab¬ 
its, and wise management of diversified useful indus¬ 
tries did much for the development of our county, the 
name of Henry Harpe, Senior, is richly deserving of 
respectful notice. He was a native of Pendleton Coun¬ 
ty, a son of Nicholas Harper, a native of Germany, 
who lived on the South Branch. Henry Harper’s wife 
was Elizabeth Lightner, daughter of William Lightner, 
Senior, on Back Creek. For a few years after his 
marriage he lived on the Branch. About 1812, Nich¬ 
olas Harper bought two hundred acres from Abram 
Duffield and Colonel John Baxter, on Knapps Creek, 
and on this purchase Henry settled. 

The young settlers from Pendleton County found a 
few acres of cleared land. The thickets of thorn and 
crab apple and wild plums were almost impenetrable. 
The sheep, pigs, and calves had to be penned by the 
house to protect them from wolves and bears. By pa¬ 
tient and persistent effort land was cleared and a home 
reared. 

At his suggestion, William Civey, of Anthonys 
Creek, sunk a tan yard. Then Mr Harper established 
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